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#7 English Classes in Southampton 


To add, delete or amend any SLIC or SOLID listing,
please email: solinked@southamptonvs.org.uk
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To access the SOLID Southampton Directory,
Click on: https://solinked.org.uk/ 
For Community Navigation, please email:dutynavigators@spectrumcil.co.uk or call: 02380 216050
Updated July 2025

 This booklet is for new arrivals who don’t yet speak English or only having a limited understanding. We understand that the transition into a new community without knowledge of the language can be very hard, and can be incredibly isolating and create limitations of finding employment and support, information is for new arrivals who don’t yet speak English or only having a limited understanding. 
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ESOL qualifications are designed for learners whose first language is not English. They help develop essential skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The levels are aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), which provides a standardized way to describe language ability. 
Here are the main ESOL levels:

1. Pre-Entry Level (PA1 or Foundation) Students (This is an unregulated qualification) For a student who has no knowledge of English.
2. Entry Level 1 (A1 or Elementary): Learning basic understanding and use of English. Learners can communicate using simple phrases and sentences about familiar topics.
3. Entry Level 2 (A2 or Pre-Intermediate): Learners can understand and use frequently used expressions in everyday situations. They can interact in simple exchanges and describe their immediate environment.
4. Entry Level 3 (B1 or Intermediate): At this level, learners can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters. They can produce simple connected text on topics of personal interest.
5. Level 1 (B2 or Upper Intermediate): Learners can understand the main ideas of complex texts and interact with a degree of fluency. They can write clear, detailed texts on a wide range of subjects.
6. Level 2 (C1 or Advanced): This level indicates a proficient user who can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and express themselves fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions.
7. Level 3 (C2 or Proficient): Learners can understand virtually everything heard or read and can summarize information from different spoken and written sources.

Comparison with Other Qualifications
ESOL levels are often compared to other qualifications in the UK, such as Functional Skills and GCSEs. While ESOL focuses on language skills for non-native speakers, Functional Skills are designed for all learners, including native speakers. The ESOL qualifications are particularly useful for those living in the UK who need to improve their English for work, study, or daily life. See also: What qualification levels mean: England, Wales and Northern Ireland - GOV.UK. This website explains higher academic levels or qualification equivalents of English language courses.



2. Educational Centres in Southampton


City College, St Mary Street, SO14 1AR
Courses taught
1. English Functional Skills – 1 year Course starting every September, (suitable for adults resident in the UK 5+ years with good spoken English and who wish to improve their reading and writing)
2. ESOL Courses – 1 year course starting every September
From Pre-entry, Entry 1, Entry 2, Level 1, and Level 2
Contact: Tel: 023 8048 4848 Email: enquiries@southampton-city.ac.uk  or Web: www.southampton-city.ac.uk
These courses fill up very quickly and last for one year beginning in September.  For this reason, you need to apply online between April and June for September start. Once you have applied, you will be given an initial assessment to determine your level and the days and times that are available. 
Apply online at https://www.southampton-city.ac.uk/courses/esol-e001/
3. Family Learning ESOL - City College offers a small number of courses to parents in different parts of the city (typically Northam and Shirley and at least one other neighbourhood), but we may open and close courses in response to local demand.  The Shirley course has a creche attached. Parents who are unable to access college provision or other city centre provision are invited to enquire (residency conditions apply):  07825 854359 or family.learning@southampton-city.ac.uk

Itchen College, Middle Road, SO19 7TB
Courses taught: Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced
These courses fill up very quickly and we have start dates available throughout the year.  Courses also run from Masonic Hall, Albion Place, SO14 2DD
To book, contact Itchen College courses@itchen.ac.uk or call 023 80 446156 or email acet@itchen.ac.uk.
 
Bfluent, 132 St Mary Street, SO14 1NX
Courses taught: ESOL Skills for Life qualifications and ESOL Classes Entry level 1 & Level 2.  If you meet the requirement these classes are free and will be conducted for the coming year partly online and partly face-to-face. You will have home tasks to complete each lesson.  You will have 22 classes each term and each class will last for 2 hours in 2 lessons each week. There will be 11 weeks each term.  We also have online zoom classes. 
Contact 02380 678500 to book a class


CLEAR (City Life) at Voluntary Action Centre (SVS), Kingsland Square SO14 1NW
Courses taught: PA1, A1, A2, B1
CLEAR offers a range of short and year-long ESOL courses, ranging from Pre-Entry, up to Entry 3. Long Courses are free for asylum seekers and refugees within 1 year of receiving their status, or via an exceptional circumstances' referral. 
Outside of this, long courses are £150, or £75 for those on universal credit. For more information or to book an assessment visit with us. 
CLEAR are open for applications from 16th June, 2025. There is a new venue at the Boathouse, there is a creche for beginner and E1 levels.
Contact: WhatsApp: 07895 293 139. (no calls please) or visit www.clearproject.org.uk/learn

The Lighthouse International Church, St Mary’s Road, SO14 0BB
Courses taught:
Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced.  You should book well before the beginning at each school term.  The cost is £12.00 per term (exemption for special cases apply)
Contact: Lavinia at: lavinia_phillips@hotmail.com or text on 07963627263 (no calls please)

W.E.A.
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Levels: Entry Level 1-3
WEA run different courses during the year in term time. Before you can join this course, you will need to talk to a member of staff and do an initial assessment to decide which level is right for you. For more information and to book an appointment please 
Call 0300 303 3464 or visit https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk



2. Conversational English Groups in Southampton


English Language Café at Above Bar Church, 69 Above Bar St, SO14 7FE
Every Monday during school term time, 11.00 TO 12.00 in the lounge.  This cafe is for people whose first language is not English. We welcome people from any country and any cultural background. We start with tea, coffee and snacks this is a time to say hello and chat together. Each week we have a topic to discuss and sometimes there are games or activities around that topic. Just come along at the right time and join in.
Contact:  023 8022 8275 Mon to Fri 10 to 12 am

English Language Club at the Hope Centre, Drayton Cl, Weston SO19 9JN
Every Monday during term time from 13.45 to 14.45.
Contact: hello@hopecitysouthampton.com

Free English Lessons at Burgess Rd Library, Burgess Rd, SO16 3HF
Every Tuesday during term time from 5.15 p.m. to 6.15 p.m.  Come and enjoy a relaxed atmosphere to practise your English. Providing hot drinks and baked goods. Includes English conversation, with a beginner and intermediate Group.  
Contact 023 8055 6596 or fel@christchurchsouthampton.org.uk


Global Gathering at Above Bar Church, 69 Above Bar Street, SO14 7FE 
Every Tuesday Evening at 6:30pm (Term time only) We meet in the Top Hall at our City site.  All internationals are welcome at our group, no matter religion or age - children are welcome too! Each Tuesday we begin with a hot meal together. 
Contact: 023 8022 8275


Creative English at Central Hall, St Mary’s Street, SO14 1NF 
Every Wednesday from 9.30 am to 11.30 am, during term-time
Creative English is for those who are learning English as a second language.  We use games, role play and real-life situations to learn English and build confidence – our focus is on having fun.  The group is suitable for all levels, from complete beginners to immediate and advanced levels. 
Contact: 07786 447045 or email: rachel.comer@newcommunity.org.uk

English Conversation Group at the Central Library SO14 7LW
Every Wednesday 12.00-13.30, run by SWVG. All welcome!
Contact: info@swvg-refugees.org.uk


Language Café at Central Library
Every Wednesday from 12noon to 1.30 pm. A chance to practise conversational English with people from different cultures and backgrounds.
Contact: 023 8083 3007

See also Booklet no 2 for more community cafes on this link: SLIC 02 Community Cafes and Lunch Clubs in Southampton #compilation - So:Linked
In this booklets, there are a list of places in Southampton where you can make new friends and practice your English over a free hot drink or cheap meal.


3. Online Free English Courses


There are many different English Classes to be found online, starting with learning the alphabet in English up to higher levels. 

British Council: 
As a parent, you may want to improve your own level of English so that you can help and support your child’s learning. We can help you to: improve your proficiency in English speaking increase your confidence in English grammar and vocabulary effectively communicate and collaborate with friends and colleagues gain the confidence to achieve your professional and personal ambitions. You can also find out about English courses for your child and online English courses for adults.
Link: Online English courses for adults | LearnEnglish Kids (britishcouncil.org) 

Ol Digital Institute (Basic to Advanced)
We offer free courses delivered fully online. Our courses are 3-hour lessons per week (Mon, Wed and Fri) for 4 weeks.  Each week is a standalone topic, so students are able to join a course every Monday.  On completion, all students will receive a certificate of completion.  
Call 020 8293 1188 for more information or search for Free English Lessons | OI Digital Institute

Alphablocks: watch at BBC iPlayer - Alphablocks (absolute beginners)
This is a child’s programme where you learn the sounds of the alphabet and how they join together to make words.  Good for all aged students who come from a country with a different script.  There’s a good review at The Alphabet Song | Phonics Song for Kids Kindergarten Alphabet song | Jack Hartmann - YouTube
Bug Club is an active learning program designed to help children develop their reading skills. It combines over 500 finely leveled books with interactive eBooks and an online reading world, allowing teachers to allocate books to individual pupils for home reading and assess their progress instantly. Additionally, it serves as a fantastic online resource for children, offering a wide range of books at different reading levels, making it suitable for children of all ages. Visit: ActiveLearn: Login
Educational App Store
This is the home of fun and educational games for kids to play and learn at the same time. The best way to get your child to embrace learning is to make it fun. Now you can do just that by encouraging them to play fun games and activities. We have selected a variety of games for kids including word, puzzle, math, geography, arcade, sports, and typing games.
Link: Children's Games | Educational App Store . 


4. Private Online English Tutor Courses



Modern Tuition 
Early Years & Primary: Tuition for students of all abilities, ages 4-11 years.
Entrance exam tuition: For independent and grammar school entry age 4+
Secondary School Tuition: All secondary school subjects, up to GCSE/iGCSE.
A Level & IB Tuition: Tuition for students studying at sixth form and college.
University Tuition: Application coaching for students studying at University
Homeschooling & Travelling Tutors: Support for home-educated students and families. Also provides SEN-trained tutors for ASD and ADHD Students.
Contact: enquiries@moderntuition.co.uk or call 07902 396 560 for prices.
Preply - Online English tutors & teachers for private lessons
Looking for an online English tutor? Preply is the leading online language learning platform worldwide. You can choose from 11604 English teachers with an average rating of 4.9 out of 5 stars given by 92658 customers. Book a lesson with a private English teacher today and start learning. Not entirely happy with your tutor? No worries, Preply offers free tutor replacement till you're 100% satisfied. Looking for a different way to learn a language? Explore online English classes or find other resources to learn English online.
You have two options:
1. You can choose between 1-1 tutoring during the morning, afternoon or evening.  
Hourly cost varies between £10 to £50 per hour.  (Use the gauge to choose your price range)
2. Weekly Conversational Group sessions –Hourly costs are set at £6.88 per student.  Students for these courses must be above Intermediate Level – “I can talk in English but need more vocabulary and still make mistakes”.
Google: Preply for more information or email at support@preply.com

Tutorful – Online English Tutors and Teachers for private 1-1 tutition
Use the filter to choose your budget (Tutors start at £15 per hour), time, day and level of English.  If you would like to get in touch, don’t hesitate to pick up the phone or drop us a message. 
Call us on  0114 3830989 Monday-Friday 9am - 7pm

Superprof – Online English ESOL 1-1 Tutors
Whether moving to the UK for studies, for work or to seek asylum, one of the biggest obstacles to integration and acceptance in British society is the language barrier. If someone wants to find employment, take up studies, make friends or even simply visit the doctor or the post office, having a good level of English is essential.  Learning a new language can be a huge challenge, but that’s where Superprof comes in. We help to link up aspiring learners with ESOL accredited tutors in their area and at a price that they can afford.
Prices per hour range from £8 onwards.
Google: Superprof or email hello@superprof.com


5. Support to read English (Adult/Child)
child


Do know someone who struggles to read?
Read Easy Southampton offers free, confidential, one-to-one coaching for adults who struggle to read or need to improve their skills and confidence with reading. We are a small award-winning local charity affiliated to Read Easy UK. We recruit and train volunteer coaches and match them to provide regular personal skills coaching to adult learners, using a phonics-based programme. Coaching sessions take place in various approved venues and online coaching is an option. There are no exams or tests and coaching can continue for as long as each reader needs it. If you know someone who needs reading skills support
Contact: Allison Walker on 07392 517334. 
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